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Merit Money bought a lot of
new equipment for the
school, including this print-
ing press. Robert Smith puts
a plate on it for Mr. Smith's
class.
Working on a new computer
bought by merit money,
Charles Jameson makes a
drawingon it for Mr. Bumgar-
nere in architectural draw-
ing.
How to Get $91,000
The Merit Money was earned by the students and is now
going to be spent to better educate them
By Dana Daniels
Last year, every school
was given an option for
either School of Dis-
tinction or Merit
School. Schools could
try for one or both. The
qualification for School
of Distinction were
teachers earning points
by doing community
work and by earning
college hours. The
qualifications for Merit
School was simply
based on the students.
Students were random-
ly picked from a com-
puter to take a test, and
in RE. they were also
tested on their physical
education.
Our school did both.
Results came back in
September, and, as it
turned out, we didn't
score high enough in
the School of Distinc-
tion. But we did score
the highest in the Merit
School. Our school re-
ceived $91,210.00,
more money than any
other school in the
county. Not many
schools put in to it, but
as Principal Ed Evans
said, "This was a one
time thing so we went
for it. Our school had
nothing to lose, only to
gain."
The greatest thing
about the Merit School
was that the students of
CHS won that money
for the school. Last year
a few students were
called out of class to go
to the pods and take a
test. And then, all of a
sudden, in gym classes,
they went from regu-
larly scheduled soccer
to a physical fitness
program. This strange
change could not be
figured out by many
students. Then at the
beginning of a new
school year 1985-86 in
September it was fig-
ured out. They had all
been tested for the
Merit School money.
The outcome was that
our school tested the
highest and won the
most money, and the
students did it all.
Now that we got all
this money, what were
we to do with it?
$91,210.00 was a lot of
money and all of it had
to be spent by Decem-
ber, or we would lose it.
Things had to be
planned out carefully
and wisely.
First an outline was
given to Mr. Evans by
the school board, then
a committee was
picked. The committee
consisted of Mr. Evans,
Mrs. Nancy Chrien,
Mrs. Helen Wilcox, Mr.
Mike Way, Mr. Gus
Haynes, Mrs. Dot
Cheatham, Mr. Ed Bald-
win, Mr. John Nicely,
Mrs. Hendry, Mrs. Fur-
ney, Mrs. Rosalie Da-
vies, and Mr. Rod Bohn.
This was the budget
committee that was
picked just for the Mer-
it Money.
There were four
categories  that  the
money was to be spent
in.   The   categories
were:   1.   computer
hard- and soft-ware, 2.
library and A.V. materi-
als, 3. instructional ma-
terials, and 4. support
services clerical (and/
or) computer. Each
category     received
$22,802.50.  Teachers
put in requests for
what they needed in
their departments. Any
teacher that put in a re-
quest got their money.
After all the money
was allocated, all de-
partments had their
money orders in and
typed to Mr. Evans.
Then Mr. Evans took
the money proposal
over   to   Mr.   Hugh
Kriever, an assistant
superintendent at  the
School Board. After Mr.
Kriever finalized ev-
erything in November,
everything was sent off
by   December.   The
money was finally go-
ing to be used by Janu-
ary.
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